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A short introduction…  
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• To assist in capacity building in order to establish policy-

relevant and robust national monitoring structures for the 

social dimension of higher education.  

• To provide a broad policy-relevant cross-country comparison of 

data on the social dimension of European higher education.  

• To support countries in their efforts to use the insights from 

the international comparison to review and improve the social 

dimension of higher education in their country.  

Closing the gap – New data on the social dimension of HE 
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Participant countries 
Armenia 
Austria  
Croatia  
Czech Republic  
Denmark  
Estonia  
Finland  
France  
Germany  
Hungary 
Ireland  
Italy  
Latvia  
Lithuania  
Malta  
Netherlands  
Norway  
Poland  
Portugal 
Romania 
Slovak Republic  
Slovenia  
Sweden  
Switzerland  
Now also: 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Montenegro 
Serbia 
 

Expressions of interest 

Azerbaijan 
Belarus 
Kazakhstan 
Russia 
Ukraine 

EUROSTUDENT V 
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Direct comparison – ¾ no 
older than 24 years old 

Comparative reports 

S. Johnson - Bachelor: The most probable derivation: 
bacca laurus, the berry of a laurel; bachelors being 
young, are of good hopes, like laurels in the berry. 

Detailed country data via internet 
(also on ipad…) – age by social 
background in Estonia 
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National reports within the framework of EUROSTUDENT IV  

Finland Slovenia Sweden 

Austria 
Switzerland 

France Croatia 

Spain Estonia Denmark 

Norway 

Germany 

Germany 
comparison 
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International press echo 
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Income equality? (source: EUROSTUDENT Intelligence Brief) 
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Income equality? (source: EUROSTUDENT Intelligence Brief) 
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Life long learners (source: Bologna Implementation Report, Chapter LLL) 

IE: 25-29 years 8%; 30+ 14%* 

DK: 25-29 years 5%; 30+ 9%* 

*source: Final report EUROSTUDENT, p.65 
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Alternative routes (source: Bologna Implementation Report, Chapter Social Dimension) 
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Stresses and strains? (source: EUROSTUDENT Intelligence Brief) 
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Is HE in Europe socially inclusive? (source: EUROSTUDENT Intelligence Brief) 
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Mobility potential? (source: EUROSTUDENT Intelligence Brief) 
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Support for evidence-based policy development 

We understand our task as raising policy-relevant issues through new 
conceptualisations and cross-country comparisons 

• Merit-based student support is socially biased – result which stimulated policy 

discussions in Estonia and Slovenia 

• Non-traditional access routes and individual study-intensity is possible – results 

which stimulated new initiatives in Germany 

• Interest in results of analysis on access to HE by social background in cross-

country comparison – especially Germany as confirmation of problem, and in 

Spain as evidence of positive developments 

• New student group – lifelong learners defined as students who enter HE at least 

2 years after obtaining their entry qualifications – now used in Bologna 

Implementation Report, 2012 

• 2 main barriers to temporary mobility periods abroad – financial issues and social 

context – used in Bologna Implementation Report, Bologna Mobility Strategy, 

special attention in Poland (Steeplechase project: AT, CH, DE, NL, PL)  
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Please see our website for: 

 

1. Main Report 

2. EUROSTUDENT Database 

3. Intelligence Briefs 

4. National reports and other major reports using our data 

 


