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Starting point: What are the different types of mobility during studies? 
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can we recognise genuinely 
mobile students? often they 

are only defined by their 
passport, which doesn't 

mean that they have crossed 
a border to study 

Degree mobility data or migration? 
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Good data shows a more complex picture, e.g. Estonia 
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information on students' mobility at some 
discrete point in their studies 

summary information on students' mobility at 
at end of their studies 

start of studies 

after completion of studies 

different sources of data 

student data 

graduate data 7 



student data 

graduate data 

• administrative data, e.g. 
Erasmus 

• student surveys, e.g. 
EUROSTUDENT 

• administrative data [not yet available] 
• graduate surveys [largely only available on national level] 

data sources 
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Mobility plans and aspirations – 3 stages, 2 thresholds 

http://www.eurostudent.eu/about/associated/steeplechase 



Steeplechase project (from HIS-HF et al.) suggests a possible hierarchy of barriers 

Barriers to mobility enrolment (incl. Erasmus) according to students 

+ 
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Assessment of data situation: Study-related short-term mobility abroad 
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o internships abroad 

o shorter periods abroad (but frequently?) 

o "internationalisation at home" 

...but important for new groups of mobile students 

very different types of study-related mobility 
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...who goes abroad? 

...why do they go abroad? 

...what are the intended and non-intended 
effects for mobile students? 

…. big questions remain 
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we know quite a lot about where and how many 
students are mobile, but too little about the mobile the 
person in this tent! 

the Danes have carried out an interview 
project to try and find out more… 

in summary: developments, but gaps 
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