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EUROSTUDENT IV 

• is a network of 
researchers, policy 
makers & stakeholders 

• brings together data 
from 25 national 
student surveys 

• surveyed more than 
200.000 students 
between 2008 and 2010 

1) Introduction 

Further information: www.eurostudent.eu   
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What is social selectivity? 

• The share of students from a certain social background making mobility 
experiences does not correspond to the share of students from that 
background in the overall student population. 

How can the social background of students be captured? 

• Variety of existing concepts in educational research 

• Advantage of using educational attainment of students’ parents as 
proxy for social background in international comparisons 

• EUROSTUDENT focuses on two groups: students from low social 
background (ISCED 0-2) and students from high social background 
(ISCED 5-6) 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

2) Conceptual remarks: Definition of selectivity 
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EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 

1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 5th sem. 6th sem. 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

Example: 
Bachelor programme 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 
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1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 5th sem. 6th sem. 

summer school 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 
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1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 5th sem. 6th sem. 

language course 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 
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1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 5th sem. 6th sem. 

research stay 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 
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1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 5th sem. 6th sem. 

internship 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 
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1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 5th sem. 6th sem. 

foreign enrolment / 
enrolment abroad 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 
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1st sem. 2nd sem. 3rd sem. 4th sem. 

Focus of 
this 

presen-
tation! 

6th sem. 

foreign enrolment / 
enrolment abroad 

2) Conceptual remarks: Types of mobility 

Orr, Gwosć & Netz (2011). Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.  

EUROSTUDENT captures different types of temporary student mobility / 
credit mobility 
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all students

3) Foreign enrolment rates 

Students who have been enrolled abroad in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1. No data: E/W, SI.  

Scandinavian 
countries & 

The Netherlands 
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all students

3) Foreign enrolment rates 

Students who have been enrolled abroad in % 

South-Eastern + 
Eastern countries & 

Ireland 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1. No data: E/W, SI.  
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14 14 14 13 11 10 10 9 9 9 8 7 7 7 6 6 5 5 5 4 3 2 2 
0

5

10

15

20

FI NO NL DK SE FR AT EE ES DE MT LV CZ PT CH IT IE RO LT TR SK PL HR

all students

3) Foreign enrolment rates 

Students who have been enrolled abroad in % 

In the following, the focus is not 
on differences between countries, 

but differences by social 
background within countries 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1. No data: E/W, SI.  
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FI NO NL DK SE FR AT EE ES DE MT LV CZ PT CH IT IE RO LT TR SK PL HR

all students high social background (ISCED 5-6)

3) Foreign enrolment rates by social background 

Students who have been enrolled abroad by social background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1 & I.3. No data: E/W, SI. 

Overrepresentation of 
students from high 
social background 
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FI NO NL DK SE FR AT EE ES DE MT LV CZ PT CH IT IE RO LT TR SK PL HR

all students low social background (ISCED 0-2) high social background (ISCED 5-6)

3) Foreign enrolment rates by social background 

Students who have been enrolled abroad by social background in % 

Underrepresentation of 
students from low 
social background 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1 & I.3. No data: E/W, SI. Too few cases for ISCED 0-2: EE, HR, LT, LV, PL, RO, SK.   
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Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1 & I.3. No data: DE, E/W, IT, SI.  

Students who have not been enrolled abroad and who do not plan to enrol abroad in % 

3) Foreign enrolment plans 
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all students high social background (ISCED 5-6)

Students who have not been enrolled abroad and who do not plan to enrol abroad by 
social background in % 

3) Foreign enrolment plans by social background 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1 & I.3. No data: DE, E/W, IT, SI.  

Underrepresentation 
of students from high 

social background 
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all students low social background (ISCED 0-2) high social background (ISCED 5-6)

Students who have not been enrolled abroad and who do not plan to enrol abroad by 
social background in % 

3) Foreign enrolment plans by social background 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.1 & I.3. No data: DE, E/W, IT, SI. Too few cases for ISCED 0-2: LV.  

Overrepresentation of 
students from low 
social background 
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3) Foreign enrolment rates and plans by social background 

Preliminary conclusion 

• The access to foreign enrolment periods is socially selective (visible 
with regard to both realised stays abroad and respective plans) 

Which are the underlying dynamics? 

• Students from low social background perceive a number of obstacles 
more intensely and have less resources at their disposal than students 
from high social background 

 Two obstacles as examples: Financial insecurities and lacking language 
competencies 
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4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students who have not been enrolled abroad considering a certain issue as (big) obstacle 
to an enrolment abroad by social background in % 
Financial insecurities 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.10. No data: E/W, SI, SK.  
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4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students who have not been enrolled abroad considering a certain issue as (big) obstacle 
to an enrolment abroad by social background in % 
Financial insecurities 
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EE HR TR MT FR PL PT RO FI ES CZ NL AT LT DK NO LV IE SE IT DE CH

high social background (ISCED 5-6) low social background (ISCED 0-2)

Students from low social 
background perceive 
financial insecurities 

considerably more strongly 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.10. No data: E/W, SI, SK.  

Mere perception or linked 
to availability of financial 

resources? 
 Test for three sources 
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4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised a home state grant to fund their enrolment abroad in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: DK, E/W, FR, LT, PL, SI. 
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all students high social background (ISCED 5-6)

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

No big differences / 
students from high 
social background 

overrepresented in only 
a few countries 

Students having utilised a home state grant to fund their enrolment abroad by social 
background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: DK, E/W, FR, LT, PL, SI. Too few cases for ISCED 5-6: LT, LV, MT, PL. 
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all students low social background (ISCED 0-2) high social background (ISCED 5-6)

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised a home state grant to fund their enrolment abroad by social 
background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: DK, E/W, FR, LT, PL, SI. 
Too few cases for ISCED 0-2: CZ, DE, EE, HR, LT, LV, NO, PL, RO, SK. Too few cases for ISCED 5-6: LT, LV, MT, PL. 

In most countries for 
which data are available, 
students from low social 

background are 
overrepresented  

socially inclusive effect? 
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all students

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised an EU study grant to fund their enrolment abroad in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: DK, E/W, FI, FR, RO, SI. 
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83 66 64 59 46 45 43 42 41 39 39 32 29 29 24 22 21 17 10 
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

LT EE AT LV PL IT IE CZ CH DE SK HR MT NL TR ES SE PT NO

all students high social background (ISCED 5-6)

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised an EU study grant to fund their enrolment abroad by social 
background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: DK, E/W, FI, FR, RO, SI. Too few cases for ISCED 5-6: HR, PL, RO. 

Students from high social 
background are often 

slightly overrepresented 
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LT EE AT LV PL IT IE CZ CH DE SK HR MT NL TR ES SE PT NO

all students low social background (ISCED 0-2) high social background (ISCED 5-6)

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised an EU study grant to fund their enrolment abroad by social 
background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: DK, E/W, FI, FR, RO, SI. 
Too few cases for ISCED 0-2: DE, EE, ES, HR, LT, LV, MT, NO, PL, RO, SK. Too few cases for ISCED 5-6: HR, PL, RO. 

Students from low social 
background are sometimes 

underrepresented  no socially 
inclusive effect? 

Caution: Limited data 
availability and quality 

Much clearer picture with 
regard to another source for 
funding enrolment abroad! 



29 Brussels, 18th October 2011 

 

 

 

 

Social Selectivity of Foreign Enrolment 

85 82 80 79 78 77 77 77 76 75 73 71 69 66 63 62 59 55 45 42 36 32 
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

IT PT CH HR LT AT PL SK ES DE IE MT NL CZ TR RO EE LV FI DK SE NO

all students

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised support from their parents/family to fund their enrolment 
abroad in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: E/W, FR, SI. 

Crucial importance of 
familial resources for 

funding enrolment abroad 
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IT PT CH HR LT AT PL SK ES DE IE MT NL CZ TR RO EE LV FI DK SE NO

all students high social background (ISCED 5-6)

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised support from their parents/family to fund their enrolment 
abroad by social background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: E/W, FR, SI. 

Students from high social 
background have access to 

familial resources more 
frequently 
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4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Finances 

Students having utilised support from their parents/family to fund their enrolment 
abroad by social background in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.6. No data: E/W, FR, SI. Too few cases for ISCED 0-2: DE, DK, EE, FI, HR, LT, LV, NO, PL, RO, SK.  

Where data are available, 
students from low social 

background mostly turn out to 
have access less frequently 
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4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Language 

Students who have not been enrolled abroad considering a certain issue as (big) obstacle 
to an enrolment abroad by social background in % 
Lack of language competency 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.10. No data: E/W, SI, SK. 



33 Brussels, 18th October 2011 

 

 

 

 

Social Selectivity of Foreign Enrolment 

49 40 39 34 33 26 23 21 20 19 18 18 18 17 16 15 15 11 11 10 9 9 
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

IE TR PL ES CZ LT DE EE NL PT LV RO FR MT FI IT HR SE AT DK CH NO

high social background (ISCED 5-6) low social background (ISCED 0-2)

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Language 

Students who have not been enrolled abroad considering a certain issue as (big) obstacle 
to an enrolment abroad by social background in % 
Lack of language competency 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.10. No data: E/W, SI, SK. Too few cases for ISCED 0-2: LV.  

In most countries, students from 
low social background perceive 

lacking language competency as an 
obstacle to foreign enrolment 
disproportionately frequently  

Mere perception or linked 
to actual language 

competency? 
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all students

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Language 

Students with (very) good proficiency in 2 or more foreign languages according to their 
self-assessment in % 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.12. No data: ES, E/W, LT, RO, SI. 
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4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment: Language 

Source: EUROSTUDENT IV, I.12. No data: ES, E/W, LT, RO, SI. 

Students with (very) good proficiency in 2 or more foreign languages according to their 
self-assessment by social background in % 

In the majority of countries, 
students from high social 
background assess their 

language competency slightly 
more positively 
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Preliminary conclusion 

• Students from low social background are dissuaded from enrolling abroad 
more frequently by financial insecurities and a perceived lack of language 
competency 

• These obstacles are not only perceived differently; instead, actual 
differences by social background in the access to financial and linguistic 
resources can be observed 

Which are the implications… 

• …for the individuals affected? 

• …for higher education policy-makers? 

4) Obstacles to foreign enrolment 
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5) Implications… 

…for the individuals affected? 

• Temporary foreign enrolment phases are assumed to have a positive impact 
on students’ personal development and professional competences 

• If this assumption can be verified, foreign enrolment periods might function 
as mechanisms transferring inequalities from young people’s study 
biographies to their future private and professional biographies 

• Even if it cannot be verified, foreign enrolment periods might still function as 
mechanisms of distinction as long as employers assume they are beneficial 
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5) Implications… 

…for higher education policy-makers? 

• Basic decision: Should social selectivity of foreign enrolment be accepted as 
unalterable reality (possible rationales: negligible impact, taxpayer 
argument, meritocratic stance)? 

• Or should social selectivity of foreign enrolment be mitigated? 

 Target group-specific measures need to be introduced (either into existing 
programmes or through new mobility programmes) 

 Awareness needs to be sharpened that some obstacles can be removed 
after students have entered higher education (financial insecurities), but 
others need to be addressed earlier in the educational biography 
(insufficient language skills / motivation / conviction of the value of foreign 
enrolment) 


