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1. EUROSTUDENT III member countries

EUROSTUDENT III 2005-08

23 countries

National students of HE

c. 120k students

Final international conference

Ljubljana, April 2008

National conferences

e.g. Berlin, Rome

Final report published
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1. Types of international mobility

"one way"

Course of complete
study in foreign country

Themes: 
• brain drain & brain gain
• international HE as a 

business
• crowding out nationals
• do students stay, where 

they have graduated? 

"temporary"

Temporary study-related
period in foreign country

Themes: 
• purpose
• competencies gained
• recognition of competencies 

gained
• “optional extra”?
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1. EUROSTUDENT data

The EUROSTUDENT share of students:

We asked for all kind of study related experiences 
abroad.

We asked those students that were back in their home 
countries after a temporary period abroad.
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2. Who is going abroad? Foreign enrolment by parents’ education
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Diff. (low educ.)/(high educ.)

Source: EUROSTUDENT III. EUROSTUDENT Question:5.3 “Have you been abroad for study reasons or been enrolled abroad as a student of higher 
education in the past?”, 6.1 “What is the highest level of education your father and mother have obtained?”
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2. Who is going abroad? Average mobility rate by subject group
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Source: EUROSTUDENT III. EUROSTUDENT Questions: 3.4 “The field of study or programme you follow”, question 5.3 “Have you been abroad for study 
reasons or been enrolled abroad as a student of higher education in the past?”
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2. Potential for international student mobility
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Foreign study-related experiences in % and students with definite plans for 
mobility in the future (all students)

Source: EUROSTUDENT III, EUROSTUDENT Questions: 5.2 “Do you plan any study-related activities abroad in the future?”, question 5.3 “Have you been 
abroad for study reasons or been enrolled abroad as a student of higher education in the past?“
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2. Mobility programmes: 
Organisation of foreign study-related experiences abroad 
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Source: EUROSTUDENT III. EUROSTUDENT Question: 5.7 “Was your study-related activity abroad part of a programme?”
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2.  Sources of financing during study-related stays abroad (%)
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Source: EUROSTUDENT III. EUROSTUDENT Question: 5.6 “How did you finance your (longest) study-related activities abroad?”
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2. Issues that have a (very) strong influence on plans for 
study-related periods abroad
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Source: EUROSTUDENT III. EUROSTUDENT Question: 5.8 “To what extent are your plans concerning a study-related stay abroad influenced by the 
following issues?”
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2. Issues that have a (very) strong influence on plans for 
study-related stays abroad by subject group
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(Very) Strong influence factor for students, who have not been abroad

(Very) Strong influence factor for students, who have not been abroad and who study engineering

Source: EUROSTUDENT III. EUROSTUDENT Question: 3.4 “The field of study or programme you follow”, question 5.8 “To what extent are your plans 
concerning a study-related stay abroad influenced by the following issues?”
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3. EUROSTUDENT IV - Questionnaire

Question 4.4 How important were the following aspects and were your 

expectations fulfilled concerning your enrolment abroad? 

Personal development

Language improvement

Quality of education

Academic level

Social integration

Service from host institution
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3. EUROSTUDENT IV - Questionnaire

Question 4.7 Please rate the influence of the following obstacles on your 
plans for a period abroad.

Big obstacle No obstacle

���� ���� �������� ����

Language 
skills

Recognition 
of resultsAccommodation

Lack of 
personal 

drive

Structure
of the

programme

Access
to mobility

programmes

Loss of
Opportunities to

earn money

Delay in
study progress

Access 

regulations (visa,
residence

permit) InformationSeparation 
from friends 

etc.
Financial 

burden

Loss of
social 

benefits
Low benefit 
for studies

Limited 
admittance to the

preferred study
programme
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4. Summary

• Participation in international mobility is socially selective. 

• There is a difference in international mobility rates by the subject 
studied. 

• There is a large share of students with definite plans for study-related 
experiences abroad who represent a potential for future international 
mobility. 

• Programmes like Erasmus are only reaching one 
share of the mobile students. A large share of 
students undertake self-initiated short periods 
abroad. That gives an idea of the probability of 
future growth of such programmes. 

• The main barriers seen in the EUROSTUDENT 
dataset are financial insecurities and lack of self-
motivation or lack of external support (“push 
factors”). 
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