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What is evanet?

evaNet is an internet platform
• collecting and structuring all information that is 
relevant for quality assurance in higher education 
in Germany

• containing news, events, literature, links and 
tools

• aiming for experts and laymen

• provided by the Germans Rectors` Conference 
and HIS since 1998
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What is evaNet?
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What is evaNet?

Categories
• News – all about politics, agencies, universities 
and new studies and publications

• Calendar of events

• Institutions – lists all agencies and associations

• Procedures

• Opinion

• Literature pool – contains relevant literature 
which is subdivided into categories

• Link pool – collects links of interest
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What is evanet?

Newsletter

• is distributed as a PDF and is sent out every six 
weeks

• content from specific categories of the site and 
extra research and external articles from 
agencies 
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What is evanet? - Newsletter
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What is evaNet? - Newsletter

• Newsletter pdf is put on our server

• A link to pdf is sent out via E-mail to 
subscribers
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Who uses „evaNet“?
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Subscribers to evaNet-Newsletter
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What is the technical background of 
“evanet”?

• Self-developed CMS (Content Management 
System)

• Combines PHP as scripting language and MySQL
as database

• Both are open source

• Mix between dynamic (data based) and static 
(HTML-based) content.
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What is the technical background of 
“evanet”? 

Capabilities of the CMS

• Modular

• Extension and variation is always possible

• CMS-user-interface is online, which means

– items can be edited and put online on any 
computer with internet-connection

– no need for editors to know HTML or any script-
language

– editors are mostly independent of technicians in 
doing their work

– news are online the minute they are written
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How did evaNet evolve?

1998
German Rectors‘ Conference
(HRK/Projekt Q) and Ministry of 
Education saw the need for a system
that

• reports

• documents

• crosslinks

all evaluation activities in Germany
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How did evaNet evolve?

1998

• evaNet relied heavily on user input 

• many interactive features

• input-oriented
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How did evaNet evolve?

Focus changed from:

1998: “interactive pinboard”

2004: News- and Information Platform, gathering

and collecting data
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How did „evaNet“ evolve?

2004 

• evanet relies heavily on edited input 

• collects and structures data

• output-oriented
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How will evaNet develop?

• Web 2.0 �

–shift focus to users again (community)

–WAP (evaNet-news for mobile phones)

–RSS-feeds

–Chats with experts

–Discussion forums
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Input versus output?

Pro “Input”-orientation 
• Site gets updates on short intervals 

• Users participate

• Possibility of “real-time”-networking

Con “Input”-orientation 
• heavy workload in editing and huge costs for 

maintenance

• without user input there`s not much content

• data tends to get fragmented all over the page
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Input versus output?

Pro “Output”-orientation 
• Data gets structured by editors

• Less workload for editors and less manpower 
needed

• Better control over content

Con “Output”-orientation 
• More time between updates

• Less user-participation
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Thank you!


