
EUROSTUDENT VI
Final Conference

March 6 – 7, 2018

Berlin, Germany

EUROSTUDENT VI 
comparative results

Students’ resources
and costs

Christoph Gwosć
Berlin, 7th March 2018



2Berlin, 07/03/2018Students’ resources and costsChristoph Gwosć

Topics

 How much income do students receive in the EUROSTUDENT countries and
where does it come from ?

 What is the meaning of support from family/partner and the state?

 What do students spend their money on?

 Is the payment of accommodation cost a problem to students?

 To what extent do students experience financial difficulties in general and what
is the reason for that?



3Berlin, 07/03/2018Students’ resources and costsChristoph Gwosć

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400
1,

24
5

1,
21

0

1,
12

6

1,
08

6

1,
08

5

1,
04

3

1,
01

4

94
8

94
0

93
7

89
7

89
1

86
2

86
1

85
9

83
6

82
3

80
1

75
1

74
9

73
9

70
1

65
5

64
6

63
7

62
4

60
6

IS CH NL IE LV PT EE NO SE AT FI RO RS med. DK MT LT DE PL GE CZ HU TR SK FR SI HR

Results
Students’ income
Total monthly income including transfers in kind. Median income (in PPS)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VI, G.3. No data: AL, IT.   

There are still noticeable 
differences in the 

magnitude of student 
income, even when 

eliminating the influence 
of exchange rates and 
differing price levels 
between countries.   
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Methodological note

Sources of 
student income

Family/partner 
contributions

Self-earned 
income

National public 
student support Other sources Non-country 

sources

In cash

In kind

From current 
job

From previous 
job

Grants

Scholarships

Loans

Public (e.g. 
child benefit)

Private (e.g. 
interest income)

Public (from 
abroad)

Private (from 
abroad)
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Results
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Results

In 60% of 
countries, more 

than 80% of 
students receive 

the largest part of 
their income from 
family/partner.   
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Results

In more than 60% 
of countries, a 

minority of 
students receives 

national public 
student support.   
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Results
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Results

When differentiating by 
housing form, in almost 

60% of countries the 
largest share of 

accommodation cost 
overburden can be 

found among students 
living alone.   

Students with accommodation cost overburden
Share of students spending 40% or more of their total income (including transfers in kind) on 
accommodation (in %)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VI, F.178. No data: AL, IT.  
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Results

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VI, F.168. No data: IT; parents financially well-off (very + somewhat) & parents financially not well-off (very + at all): AT, CH, FR. 

Students‘ assessment of their financial situation by parental wealth

Groups that 
experience financial 

difficulties above 
average: students 
whose parents are 
financially not well-

off, impaired 
students, students 

dependent on public 
support.  
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Results

In more than 80% of 
countries, students 

with financial 
difficulties do in fact 
have lower incomes 

than their 
counterparts.  
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Conclusions and questions

 With respect to living costs, accommodation costs are usually the most
important expense item, especially for students not living with parents. In all
countries, there are students who are confronted with accommodation cost
overburden; in Denmark, Norway, and Finland, more than 40% of all students are
affected by this problem.

 Call for public support – at least in the short-run – to alleviate this problem?

 Family support is in about 60% of countries the main source of student income.
In Serbia, Georgia, Croatia, and Portugal, for instance, at least 90% of all students
receive this type of support and it accounts for more than 3/4 of the recipients’
total monthly income.

 Are there any signs of parental cost overburden visible in individual countries?
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Conclusions and questions

 In all countries, students whose parents are financially not well-off report
financial difficulties to an above-average extent – irrespective of the country-
specific dominant source of student funding!

 Do alternative funding sources like gainful employment or public support not
work for these students?

 On cross-country average, 26% of all students report (very) serious financial
difficulties. Besides students whose parents are financially not well-off, impaired
students, and students dependent on national public student support are
especially affected.

 More public support needed for these student groups?
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